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father, or great-grandfather. What would have become of the
personal initiative of the individual?
There are signs that India is on the eve of a great social and
spiritual awakening, but until very recently such a change was
deliberately held back by those who dominated all classes of
Indian society, by the Brahmans, the hereditary members of the
highest of all castes, that of the priests. The faith of which they
were the undisputed leaders was known by the rather vague name
of Brahmanism. Brahma, around whose personality this religion
was built up, might be called the Zeus or Jupiter of the Hindu
Olympus, the divine essence enhancing all creation, the beginning
and end of all things. But Brahma, as a mere all-embodying idea,
was much too vague, too insubstantial for the average person, and
therefore, while he continued to be worshipped in a general way as
a venerable old gentleman who had done his duty when he created
this world, the actual management of our planet was thought to
have been surrendered to certain of Brahma's deputies, a number
of gods and devils of not quite such excellent social standing as
Brahma himself but relatives of the All-Highest nevertheless, and
as such to be treated with the utmost consideration.
That opened the door wide for the introduction of all sorts of
strange, supernatural creatures, like Siva and Vishnu and a whole
army of spirits and spooks and ghouls. They introduced the fear
dement into Brahmanism. People no longer tried to be good be-
cause being good was in itself something after which man should
strive, but because it was the only way in which he could hope to
escape the wrath of all evil ogres.
Buddha, the great reformer who was born six centuries before
Christ, and who knew what a noble thing Brahmanism in its purer
form could be, tried to make the prevailing creed of his day the
spiritual power it had been once upon a time. But although at first
he was victorious, his ideas proved too unpractical, too noble, too
elevated for the vast majority of his fellow-countrymen. As soon
as the first enthusiasm had died down, die old Brahmans returned
in fell force. It is only during the last fifty years that the leadm
of India have come to realize that a religion based (as far as the
man in the street is concerned) almost completely upon ritual and